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Open-ended Curriculum and Trust in 
Teachers enable “Teacher Autonomy”.
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Open-ended Curriculum and Trust in 
Teachers enable “Teacher Autonomy”.

Climate Change is a complex and 
politically charged topic which may cause 
lack of confidence for some teachers.
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Open-ended Curriculum and Trust in 
Teachers enable “Teacher Autonomy”.

Climate Change is a complex and 
politically charged topic which may cause 
lack of confidence for some teachers.

Peer support could help unconfident 
teachers, however it depends on time 
availability.
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Hence, whether or not each teacher 
incorporates CE into teaching 
depends on their time availability , 
personal interest , and confidence 
handling this complex topic.

TEACHERS 
AS FUNNELS

© CREATIVE COMMONS CC BY 4.0 2020 PAULA IKONEN, AYBARS SENYILDIZ, ZHIWEN YAP, FELIX ZELCK, AND DESIGN FOR GOVERNMENT COURSE AT AALTO UNIVERSITY



Teachers are really eager to 
do climate change education, 
but some are totally lost 
about what to do. 
– Climate Education Researcher, WWF Finland

TEACHERSʼ CHALLENGES AND PERSPECTIVES
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Teachers are really eager to 
do climate change education, 
but some are totally lost 
about what to do. 
– Climate Education Researcher, WWF Finland

Teachers have too much work 
and too many things on their 
minds. There’s no time that’s 
devoted only for developing 
climate change education.
– Climate Education Researcher, WWF Finland

We don’t know 
everything, but 
we know how to 
find information ... 
These human 
skills — talking, 
speaking — are 
the most important 
skills that we need. 
– Middle School Principal, Uusimaa

TEACHERSʼ CHALLENGES AND PERSPECTIVES
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TEACHER
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TEACHER
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TYPOLOGIES OF TEACHERS
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Saara Jukka

HESITANT 
TEACHER
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Chemistry teacher 
at a middle school 
in Tampere

Over 10 years 
of experience

Hi, 
Iʼm Jukka!

A HESITANT TEACHER

Jukka
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I want to do climate 
education, but 
climate change is 
such a complex topic 
that I don't know 
enough to teach it 
confidently!

Jukka

A HESITANT TEACHER
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OUR INTERVENTION 
AIMS TO...

Empower teachers to be 
confident, not uncomfortable or 
fearful of, facilitating discussions 
on climate change with students.

1

© CREATIVE COMMONS CC BY 4.0 2020 PAULA IKONEN, AYBARS SENYILDIZ, ZHIWEN YAP, FELIX ZELCK, AND DESIGN FOR GOVERNMENT COURSE AT AALTO UNIVERSITY



OUR INTERVENTION 
AIMS TO...

Empower teachers to be 
confident, not uncomfortable or 
fearful of, facilitating discussions 
on climate change with students.

Embed climate education 
into every class and subject.

21
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CONFIDENT 
TEACHER

FIVE ELEMENTS OF CONFIDENCE
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Communication about 
emotions to maintain HOPE
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Climate Educators Network

PROPOSAL
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AVAILABILITY

PERSONAL 
INTEREST

Incorporating Climate 
Education depends on:

INSIGHTS
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Incorporating Climate 
Education depends on:

A starter kit and platform to 
onboard teachers to a new 
climate education approach, 
and kickstart a growing 
exchange of knowledge 
and experience.

INSIGHTS SOLUTION

Climate Educators Network

PROPOSAL
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TEACHER’S 
CONFIDENCE

TIME 
AVAILABILITY

PERSONAL 
INTEREST

Incorporating Climate 
Education depends on:

A starter kit and platform to 
onboard teachers to a new 
climate education approach, 
and kickstart a growing 
exchange of knowledge 
and experience.

INSIGHTS SOLUTION OUTCOME

Climate Educators Network

PROPOSAL

A network 
driving a rich and 
forward-looking 
climate education 
for active citizens 
of the future.
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PROPOSAL

PART 1

Conversation 
Starter Kit

TOOLKIT distributed by government 
to schools for teachers to start climate 
education

INTRODUCES AND ANCHORS 
new climate education framework

INVITATION for teachers to join 
Climate Educators platform and 
network
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Conversation 
Starter Kit

Introducing a new approach to climate education
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Letter with 
call to action
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Letter with 
call to action

Introduce new 
national framework 
for climate education
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Invitation to 
platform

Letter with 
call to action

Introduce new 
national framework 
for climate education

© CREATIVE COMMONS CC BY 4.0 2020 PAULA IKONEN, AYBARS SENYILDIZ, ZHIWEN YAP, FELIX ZELCK, AND DESIGN FOR GOVERNMENT COURSE AT AALTO UNIVERSITY



CONVERSATION STARTER CARDS
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Conversation 
Starter Kit

Co-created with 
active agents in 
climate education
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Conversation 
Starter Kit

Kits for 3 different 
school levels 
Complexity of the
prompts in each kit is
tailored for primary
school, middle school,
and high school levels

Co-created with 
active agents in 
climate education
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PART 1

Conversation 
Starter Kit

PROPOSAL

PART 2

Climate Educators 
Online Platform

www.ilmastokasvattajat.fi

CURATED climate education resources

FORUM for teacher-to-teacher sharing

FEATURE and reward best practices

CONNECT climate educators across 
Finland to increase collaboration

TOOLKIT distributed by government 
to schools for teachers to start climate 
education

INTRODUCES AND ANCHORS 
new climate education framework

INVITATION for teachers to join 
Climate Educators platform and 
network
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BUILDING ON 
EXISTING PLATFORMS

Open Ilmasto-Opas

Mappa Material Bank

subject insight

rich information

material
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step-by-step guide

material curation

teacher network

BUILDING ON 
EXISTING PLATFORMS

Open Ilmasto-Opas

Mappa Material Bank

subject insight

rich information

material

© CREATIVE COMMONS CC BY 4.0 2020 PAULA IKONEN, AYBARS SENYILDIZ, ZHIWEN YAP, FELIX ZELCK, AND DESIGN FOR GOVERNMENT COURSE AT AALTO UNIVERSITY



Understand Utilise Share

Climate 
Educators 
Online 
Platform
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www.ilmastokasvattajat.fi

Educate teachers on the 
role of climate education.



Understand Utilise Share

Climate 
Educators 
Online 
Platform
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Guide teachers to 
suitable material.



Understand Utilise Share

Climate 
Educators 
Online 
Platform
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www.ilmastokasvattajat.fi

Help to find
curated material.

Certified by
educational authorities.

Reviewed
by teachers.



Understand Utilise Share

Climate 
Educators 
Online 
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www.ilmastokasvattajat.fi

Enable mutual 
support and 
knowledge 
exchange. 

Linking to
Resources.



PART 1

Conversation 
Starter Kit

PROPOSAL

PART 2

Climate Educators 
Online Platform

www.ilmastokasvattajat.fi

PART 3

Climate 
Educators 
Network

UNITED through regular 
social and professional events 

UPDATES via e-newsletters

EVOLVE into ʻcommunity of practiceʼ 
that advances climate education

CO-CREATE future curriculums 
continually

TOOLKIT distributed by government 
to schools for teachers to start climate 
education

INTRODUCES AND ANCHORS 
new climate education framework

INVITATION for teachers to join 
Climate Educators platform and 
network

CURATED climate education resources

FORUM for teacher-to-teacher sharing

FEATURE and reward best practices

CONNECT climate educators across 
Finland to increase collaboration
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CLIMATE EDUCATORS NETWORK
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COMMUNITY 
OF PRACTICE

knowledge & experience

becoming more confident

Personal 
dedication

Collective 
behavior

Limited and 
stagnant knowledge

Rich and growing 
knowledge

CLIMATE EDUCATORS NETWORK

CONFIDENT 
TEACHERS

HESITANT 
TEACHERS
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OUR INTERVENTION 
WILL...

Nudge
by providing tools and structures 
that make it easy and attractive 

to do climate education

1
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OUR INTERVENTION 
WILL...

Nudge
by providing tools and structures 
that make it easy and attractive 

to do climate education

Connect networks 
through an interactive platform 
that brings together confident 

and hesitant teachers

21
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OUR INTERVENTION 
WILL...

Co-produce 
with a growing pool of 

confident teachers

Nudge
by providing tools and structures 
that make it easy and attractive 

to do climate education

Connect networks 
through an interactive platform 
that brings together confident 

and hesitant teachers

2 31
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ROADMAP

Coordinate co-creation 
of Conversation Starter Kit 
& platform with active agents

CONFIDENT 
TEACHER

HESITANT 
TEACHER

GOVERNMENT

co-creation & setup

First push

launch implementation maintenance growth

Co-create 
kit & platform
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ROADMAP

CONFIDENT 
TEACHER

HESITANT 
TEACHER

GOVERNMENT

co-creation & setup launch implementation maintenance growth

Launch kit & platform as part 
of new national framework for 
climate education, and promote 
it via communicaion channels

Disseminate

Receive kits and join platform
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Coordinate co-creation 
of Conversation Starter Kit 
& platform with active agents

First push
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kit & platform
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FUTURE 
DIRECTIONS...

Platform 
scalability

Expand into other education areas 
(e.g. democracy, social and natural sciences)

1
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FUTURE 
DIRECTIONS...

Platform 
scalability

Expand into other education areas 
(e.g. democracy, social and natural sciences)

Reshape future 
of education 

Through more de-centralized, 
participatory processes
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Driving a rich and forward-looking climate 
education for active citizens of the future.

STUDENTS 
AND 

SOCIETYteachers updating their knowledge with 
pe

er
 su

pp
or

t

changing society

open dialogue and active citi
zen

sh
ip

co
nf

ide

nt 
tea

chers discussing climate change

Climate Educators Network
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